
 
 

 

September 4, 2020 
 
Jason Smyth 
Materials Management and Local Assistance Division 
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
P.O. Box 4025 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025 
 
email:  pharmasharps@calrecycle.ca.gov  
 
Subject: Third Draft Proposed Regulations 
 Pharmaceutical and Sharps Waste Stewardship Program 
 
Dear Mr. Smyth, 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the third draft of proposed regulations to 
implement the Pharmaceutical and Sharps Waste Stewardship Program established by SB 212 (2018 - 
Jackson, Ting, and Gray). The work you are doing to implement this program for the people of 
California is vitally important and we look forward to the swift and successful implementation of this 
program. 
 
As we near the end of the regulatory process, we’d like to thank you for an open and collaborative 
process. We have appreciated the opportunity to comment on multiple drafts of the regulations over the 
last roughly two years, from pre-rulemaking workshops to formal rulemaking proceedings. We think the 
department’s process has produced a solid foundation upon which to implement the California statewide 
unused/unwanted medicines and used sharps/needles takeback programs. 
 
We want to specifically and enthusiastically endorse the changes reflected in this third draft relating to 
the definition that includes “provides or initiates distribution of a sharps waste container and mail-back 
materials” as reflected in 18972.1(a)(10). Prior drafts of the regulations would have allowed the sharps 
stewardship organization(s) to argue that distributing or initiating distribution at the point of sale wasn’t 
feasible, and instead propose another method. This could have resulted in significantly diminished 
convenience to the consumer. That was adjusted in the third draft and we support that change 
enthusiastically. 
 
The core of the sharps waste takeback program is the requirement that a sharps waste container and 
mail-back materials are either provided to the ultimate user at the point of sale, or the provision of those 
materials is initiated at the point of sale. This is vitally important to ensuring convenience for 
consumers. We know through experience all over the world that convenience is the most important 
factor in determining the success of producer responsibility programs and so this was an extremely 
important requirement. The changes to the third draft will ensure that the sharps waste takeback program 
operates as intended by SB 212. 
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Again, thank you for CalRecycle’s openness and collaboration throughout the rulemaking process. As 
one of the sponsors of SB 212 (Jackson, Ting, and Gray) we believe that the regulations will result in a 
program with the convenience needed by the consumer while also giving a clear path to compliance for 
producers. 
 
Please feel free to contact me by phone at 916-413-5262 or by email at Doug@calpsc.org if you have 
any questions. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Doug Kobold 
Executive Director 


